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vol. ii of Dr. W. It. Scott's recent work on the Joint Stock Companies contains
a much fuller account of the commercial activities of the Russia Company
which the.writer had not, apparently, the opportunity of consulting, her
article is still of distinct interest and value to English readers, and empha-
sizes the value of the English contribution to Russian civilization. G. U.

In The History of the Great Moghuls, vol. ii (Calcutta : Thacker,
Spink & Co., 1911), Mr. Pringle Kennedy continues his narrative from the
death of Akbar to the sack of Delhi by Nadir Shah in 1739, winding up with
a brief epilogue on subsequent events and a few reflections on the lessons to
be learnt from the history of India under her Moghul rulers. In a modest
preface the author describes his aim as being merely to furnish ' the man
in the street' with a little more knowledge than he already possesses
on the subject; and this being so, detailed criticism would be out of place.
The book is admittedly a compilation from well-known authorities ; it ia
written in an easy, not to say slipshod, style, and contains some fairly
obvious inaccuracies. G.

In his Ford Lectures, delivered at Oxford in 1910 on Anglo-Dutch
Rivalry during the first half of the Seventeenth Century (Oxford : Clarendon
Press, 1911), the Rev. George Edmundaon has singled out a very marked and
interesting epoch of history. The competition of powers for the succession
to the medieval agents of European commerce, Germany and the southern
peninsulas, even if one leaves on one side the secondary parts taken by
France and Sweden, is so vast a subject both with regard to geographical
area and political action that it becomes as unavoidable as it is difficult
to concentrate research and narrative round some fixed point of view.
As such a point Mr. Edmundson has not inappropriately chosen the
diplomatic intercourse between England and Holland. The main subjects
on which the economic intereste of the two nations first clashed, the
questions of the herring and whale fisheries in the North Sea, the English
cloth and the Indian spice trade, are very well brought out, though the
ehief contrast of later times, that of west Indian colonization, does not
seem to have been then much noticed in politics. The disadvantage to which
England was subjected almost along the whole line by possessory titles of its
rival appears to have been greatly increased by the unwise policy of the
first two Stuarts, whose ineffective ambition is strangely set off against
the consistent and well-directed pertinacity of the Dutch aristocracy.
The diplomacy of men like the Oldenbarnevelts, Jacob Cats, and Aerssen
van Sommelsdijk, while outwardly yielding to the arrogance of the kings,
succeeded in evading James I's fishery order of 1609 for more than
a generation and at the same time upholding their own new regulations
about the import of English cloth against the protests of the growing
English industry. It was not until the rebellion and the commonwealth
that England was for the first time able to make good the pretensions
of the deposed dynasty. In an appendix Mr. Edmundson has brought
together his larger notes, among which are useful little monographs, for
instance, on the Merchant Adventurers and on the British troops in
Dutch service. C. B.
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